Issue 53: INSIDER’S EDGE: Whose income is it? Social Security Benefits for Kids

Welcome back, Insiders! Feel like you missed something? Some of you may have noticed that you
didn’t receive your regular Wednesday edition. No need to worry, you didn’t miss a thing! The series is
moving to a once a week format. One more reason to look forward to Friday, right?

Today’s question brings us back to two familiar topics—social security benefits and how to report income
in Maryland Health Connection.

Dave adopted his niece, Emma, after her parents passed away. Emma is eligible for social
security survivor’s benefits. Since Emma is a minor, Dave receives her social security benefits.
How should this income be entered in Maryland Health Connection? Does the income belong to
Emma? Or is it additional income for her uncle, Dave?

As you hopefully recall, social security benefits (with the exception of SSI) must be reported as income
under the MAGI rules. Some readers might be tempted to think Emma’s benefits would be considered
part of Dave’s income. His name is on the check after all, right?

Not so fast, Insiders! Even though Emma is too young to be endorsing checks, her social security
benefits are still considered to be her income. Another important point: Emma’s social security benefits
will not count towards the household’s MAGI unless she files her own tax return.

That'’s it for now! Have a question? Send it my way, dhmh.medicaidmarge@maryland.gov.
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