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February 7, 2012

Jennifer Burnett 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

Disabled and Elderly Health Programs Group 

7500 Security Boulevard 

Mail Stop: S2-14-26 

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850 

Dear Ms. Burnett:

Please accept this letter as an indication of support for the State Balancing Incentive Payment Program (BIPP) aimed toward increasing access to home and community based long-term services and supports.  The structural changes required by BIPP; including No Wrong Door/Single Entry Point System, Conflict-free Case Management, and the development and use of a Core Standardized Assessment Instrument, will strengthen services delivered by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Maryland Department of Disabilities (MDOD).  The goals of the State Balancing Incentive Program are also well aligned with the Community Living initiatives outlined in Maryland’s 2012-2015 State Disabilities Plan.  

MDOD regularly collaborates with federal, regional, and local units of government to enhance the effectiveness of the provision and funding of support to individuals with disabilities.  Continued development of Maryland’s network of Aging and Disability Resource Centers, known locally as Maryland Access Points (MAP), to more efficiently act as single entry points will allow us to better serve individuals with disabilities by assuring that they are connected to the appropriate agencies and community based supports and services.

We are encouraged that the Maryland Medicaid Program is committed to pursuing this program to expand services and strengthen the infrastructure that provides support for people with disabilities.  MDOD looks forward to this funding opportunity that will allow us to build new relationships and strengthen the MAP sites in order to streamline access to person-centered, long term services and supports for Marylanders.

Sincerely,

Catherine A. Raggio

Secretary
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