      MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   
         
DATE:

May 24, 2007 

TIME:

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

  LOCATION:

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

201 W. Preston Street

Lobby Conference Room L-3
Baltimore, Maryland 
******************************************************************************

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN MEETING LOCATION
AGENDA
I. Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

II. DRA Update – Citizenship and Identity 
III. HealthChoice Evaluation Update

IV. Pharmacy/Drug Formularies
V. Report from Other HealthChoice Committees


Ms. Doyle for the Intra-System Quality Council  


*     Ms. Williams for the Special Needs Children Advisory Council
  

 VI. 
Public Comments   

VII.
Adjournment

Date and Location of Next Meeting:

Thursday June 28, 2007
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

201 W. Preston Street

Lobby Conference Room L-3
Baltimore, Maryland
Staff Contact: Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5806

Committee members are asked to call staff if unable to attend
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Ms. Cynthia Demarest
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Ms. Donna Imhoff

The Hon. Shirley Nathan-Pulliam

Mr. Peter Perini

Ulder Tillman, M.D. 
Ms. Michele Burnette

The Hon. Eric Bromwell

The Hon. Robert Costa

Harold Goodman, D.M.D.

The Hon. Delores Kelley

Mr. Kevin McGuire

Mr. Michael Douglas

Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

April 26, 2007
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Charles Shubin, M.D., Interim Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  The Committee approved the March 26, 2007 minutes as written.  Ms. Phyliss Arrington attended the meeting for Mr. Kevin McGuire.
Dr. Shubin welcomed new Committee member Stephen Wienner, a pharmacist that serves the Medicaid population.
Secretary Colmers informed the Committee that he has been made aware of legislation passed last year regarding Medicaid Advisory Committee membership.  The Department is currently working on filling vacancies and soliciting additional consumer members.

Secretary Colmers informed the Committee that John Folkemer has returned to the Department to assume the position of Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing.

Deficit Reduction Act Update – Citizenship and Identity
Mr. Chuck Lehman of the Office of Operations, Eligibility and Pharmacy (OOEP) gave the Committee an update on Deficit Reduction Act (DRA) activities.  
The Department is three quarters of the way through the re-determination cycle.  The numbers have been pretty consistent since the Department started using the 1184 process for identity. 
The pending application process has gotten more stable with the turnaround time being able to stay within the 10 day period.

Case closures for failure to return information and/or non-cooperation are less this year than for the same period last year from January to present.  The Department is seeing 10% more re-determinations being denied for failure to return information than last year. 

Overall enrollment seems to have stabilized.  We are not seeing the drops in numbers have not continued like we saw in November and December 2006.
The Department sent out a draft of a revised Maryland Children’s Health Program (MCHP) packet to some stakeholders for their review.  This packet includes the identity affidavit that eliminates a potential turnaround in the application process.  Only children are allowed to use the affidavit for identity.

The Department just hired a contractor to begin imaging all of the documents received from the local health departments (LHDs) for citizenship and identity.
Legislation
Mr. Chris Coates gave the Committee an overview of the final status of Medicaid legislation.
(See Attachments A and B).  
Committee members asked that when implementing SB 101, to be sure to include resident feedback in quality measures and to speak with individuals that have transitioned in the last couple of years.  The Committee has requested the Department do a presentation on quality assessment in nursing homes at a future meeting.  
Budget

Ms. Audrey Richardson, Director, Finance Administration gave the Committee an update on the F 08 Medicaid budget.  In January the Committee was provided information on what was included in the Governor’s budget which indicated a 7.3% increase.  This review will include changes from the legislative session to reduce that increase by $27 million. (See Attachment C).

The Committee asked that the report on frequent emergency room visits be shared and discussed with them when it comes out.

Committee members recommended seeing if one or two emergency rooms would collect data for a week to take a smaller sampling on time to collect information on the ability to access health care at different times of the day.

Report from Standing HealthChoice Committees
There was no report given for the Intra-System Quality Council.
The Special Needs Children Advisory Council continues to move beyond just examining the HealthChoice Program and is reaching out to other states to address the needs of children with special health care needs

Other Committee Business

There is a backlog in PAC enrollment.  Currently the backlog is approximately 13,000 which includes 4-5,000 for re-determination.  The Department suspects that 25% of those are duplicate submissions.  The PAC eligibility system was supposed to come up on February 4, 2007, however, the Department has had difficulty with the contractor.   Two weeks ago development activity was suspended and in the meantime a semi-manual system is being used.  With staff reassignment, the backlog in data entry has been caught up.  The Committee requested the Department provide periodic updates on the PAC Program at future meetings.
The Money Follows the Person Demonstration held its second stakeholder meeting and the next step entails convening a 15-20 member advisory group.  The Department is currently soliciting nominations for appointment to that group.

In the recent past, several committee members expressed concerns with MCO formularies.  The Department will be presenting on pharmacy/formulary issues at the next meeting.  If there are specific issues the committee would like addressed, please let the Chair or Committee staff  know what they are so the Department can come prepared to address Committee concerns.
The formularies for fee-for-service Medicaid and Medicare Part D prescription drug programs can be accessed by hand-held device on a universal system called Epocrates.  What is missing are the PAC Program formularies.  This creates a barrier in the system.  The Department will discuss this suggestion with the MCOs.
Public Comments

There were no public comments.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 2:10 p.m.







Respectfully Submitted








Carrol Barnes  
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