Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

 Assistance to Hurricane Katrina Victims

Updated Thursday, October 6, 2005

Secretary S. Anthony McCann and the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) have taken the following steps to help those devastated by Hurricane Katrina:

· 165 volunteers were deployed through DHMH. The health care volunteers included 44 physicians, 84 nurses, 14 pharmacists, and 15 mental health professionals.  Mental Health volunteers were deployed through a partnership with the American Red Cross.  By September 21, all volunteers had returned safely to Maryland.

· The volunteer deployments occurred on three dates: September 5, September 11 and September 17, 2005.  Volunteers flew on C130 planes piloted by the Air National Guard.  All flights departed from Martins Airport in Essex, MD.

· DHMH partnered with the Maryland Defense Force (MDF). Deployed volunteers were sworn in as MDF members and provided enhanced liability coverage and worker compensation.

· The MDF and Maryland National Guard handled transportation and safety logistics.

· More than 6, 200 Louisiana patients received treatment from Maryland volunteers between September 5 and September 21.

· The Department partnered with local health departments in Baltimore County, Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County and Montgomery County to provide essential immunizations to volunteers.  Volunteers were offered Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B and tetanus vaccinations.  

· Secretary McCann and DHMH staff recognized returning volunteers with Welcome Back packages that included follow-up care.

· DHMH Mental Hygiene Administration (MHA) instituted check-in calls for volunteers to discuss their feelings related to their response activities.

· To date, 6,355 professionals have been recruited to join the Maryland Professional Volunteer Corps (MPVC), a group of health care professionals that was created by DHMH after 9/11 to ensure that Maryland could identify medical volunteers rapidly when there is a large-scale emergency. 
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· Of the 6,355 enrolled volunteers, 3,125 have been trained for emergency response and 755 joined the MPVC since Hurricane Katrina hit.  

· The MPVC was deployed through the Emergency Management Assistance Compact, a national emergency response network.

· To date, 2,224 Hurricane Katrina evacuees have enrolled in Maryland’s Medicaid Program in twenty-one jurisdictions across the state.

· DHMH’s Division of Vital Records is assisting Hurricane Katrina evacuees born in Louisiana to obtain certified copies of birth certificates or birth cards free of charge.  Details are posted at (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://vsa.state.md.us/html/birth_la.html)
.
· DHMH has coordinated dialysis and other health care needs of evacuees through the local health departments, Office of Health Care Quality and Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Service Systems.

· MHA Crisis Hotlines provide crisis intervention, information and referral for Katrina related calls. A 26 percent increase in call volume has been recorded.

· MHA has relaxed financial eligibility requirements for individuals who meet medical necessity.

· About 70 DHMH employees logged over 3,000 hours supporting Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.
· Department employees have contributed approximately $15,000 to the DHMH-American Red Cross Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund.

· The Department has dedicated a website to provide information on Hurricane Katrina (http://www.dhmh.state.md.us/html/hottopics_katrina.htm).
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