MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   
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1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

  


LOCATION:
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******************************************************************************

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN JANUARY MEETING LOCATION
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Date and Location of Next Meeting:

1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

October 20, 2011
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the September 22, 2011 meeting as written. Ms. Linda Forsyth attended the meeting for Sen. Delores Kelley.  
Departmental Report 
Deputy Secretary Chuck Milligan gave the Committee the following Departmental update: 
1. Congratulations to Kevin Lindamood who has been appointed CEO of Health Care for the Homeless.
2. Governor O’Malley is the head of the Democratic Governor’s Association and has played a very strong leadership role with other Democratic governors in asserting the interest of states and state Medicaid programs specifically.  Last week Governor O’Malley and his DC office organized a series of briefings with the Democratic members of the Super Committee from both the Senate and the House.  Governor O’Malley was joined by Governors Christine Gregoire from Washington State, Deval Patrick from Massachusetts and Mark Dayton from Minnesota.   The meeting was held in Nancy Pelosi’s office and also included Chris Van Hollen from Maryland, Representative James Clyburn from South Carolina and Representative Xavier Becerra from California. After that meeting Governor O’Malley went to the White House and met with the Chief of Staff, William Daley.
Deputy Secretary Chuck Milligan accompanied the Governor to those meetings and spoke on behalf of Medicaid and provided education and explanation to the group.  The Democratic members of the Super Committee understood the states’ interest and concerns.  We are starting to see the discussion move away from the initial ideas of federal savings that would be pure cost shifts to states in the form of things like blended rates.  
The Republicans on the Super Committee are pushing for even more significant Medicaid reforms than blended rate.  They continue to push various versions of block grants and federal caps with state flexibility.
3. The Department received word today that the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has approved the request for proposal (RFP) for the new eligibility front end for health reform.  The Department will be issuing an RFP in conjunction with the Exchange and with DHR to build the front end that will facilitate the Medicaid expansion population as well as the individual enrollment in the Exchange.  The official approval letter will be sent this afternoon.
4. The Maryland Dental Action Coalition issued their Administrator award to Maryland Medicaid for its oral health initiative.

5. The Department has gone through the rate setting process regarding participation in CY 2012 with the HealthChoice Managed Care Organizations (MCOs).  The MCOs had until October 1, 2011 to let the Department know if they will continue to participate in the program. All seven MCOs will continue to participate in HealthChoice.  

Priority Partners has grown the fastest of all of the health plans and now serves over 25% of all HealthChoice enrollees statewide.  They have grown approximately 77% in four years and now serve over 200,000 people.  They have decided that they will be closed to new members in the coming year, but will continue to serve their existing members, including those people that choose Priority Partners through the end of this calendar year.

Basic Health Plan Option
Deputy Secretary Chuck Milligan gave the Committee an overview of the Basic Health Plan Option (see attached presentation).
Federal Electronic Health Records Incentive Program

Ms. Tricia Roddy, Director, Planning Administration, gave the Committee an overview of the Electronic Health Records Incentive Program and a description of year one (see attached power point presentation).

Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Office of Health Services, reported on changes to State Plans, regulations and waivers.
State Plan Amendments

The Department submitted state plan amendments that are required under the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  Amendments include: 1) paying for free standing birth centers and 2) not paying for preventable health conditions that occur in a hospital.  The Department also submitted amendments for nursing home reimbursement and re-wrote the section on pharmacy.
Waivers

The Department received approval from the federal government to continue with our Living At Home Case Management Program.
Regulations

The Department submitted two chapters of managed care regulations, one was an annual clean up regulation package and the other was to require MCOs to participate in the Maryland Health Care Commission’s Patient-Centered Medical Home Program.
The Department continues to work on cost containment that has come out of the FY 12 cost containment process regarding a reduction in durable medical supplies and durable medical equipment.  The Department is also working on MCO rate regulations that will include the rates for calendar year 2013.

Public Mental Health System Report
No Public Mental Health System report given.
Public Comments

Ms. Kathleen Loughran of Amerigroup gave public comments regarding the Basic Health Plan.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
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