MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

         
DATE:

March 28, 2011 
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1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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6 Bladen Street 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
******************************************************************************

AGENDA
I. Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

II. Departmental Report 
III. Legislative Update 
IV. Maryland’s Oral Health Literacy Campaign 
V. Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 
VI. Public Mental Health System Report 
  VII.  
  Public Comments   

VIII.
 Adjournment
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

February 28, 2011
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:05 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the January 24, 2011 meeting as written. Ms. Leah Hinson attended the meeting for Ms. Rosemary Malone and Ms. Linda Forsyth attended for Senator Delores Kelley.
Departmental Report 
Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services gave the Committee the following Departmental update: 

· The Secretary has selected Mr. Chuck Milligan to serve as Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing.  Mr. Milligan will start on March 28, 2011.

· Budget hearings will be held this Thursday, March 3, 2011 in the House and in the Senate on this coming Monday, March 7, 2011. 
· Maryland was one of 6 states that received an Innovator grant from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  This two year grant will help the Department move forward with the health care exchange.  This grant will assist the Department with the eligibility process and getting people into health care under Health Care Reform.  The idea behind the grants is for these innovators to develop lessons learned for other states to draw from. 
Legislative Report

Mr. Chris Coats, Health Policy Analyst, gave the Committee an update on legislative activities affecting the Department during this legislative session (see attached chart). 

Oral Health Care Update

With February being National Children’s Oral Health Month, Winifred Booker, D.D.S. gave the Committee an overview of current oral health care legislation, initiatives and activities in Maryland (see attached handout).  
This is the fourth anniversary of Deamonte Driver’s passing from issues secondary to tooth decay.  “Since his death, Maryland has made tremendous progress in meeting the dental needs of children.  We have seen a lot of improvement in access to care but not as much in access to treatment.  There has also been an improvement in the reimbursement process.

Committee members asked for an update on the federal funding for the dental outreach and education campaign.  The Department will have Harry Goodman or one of his staff present on this at a future meeting.

.
Long Term Care Application Process

Ms. Adrienne Warren of the Department of Human Resources and Ms. Debbie Ruppert from the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene gave the Committee an overview of the long-term care application process (see attached handout and work plan).  
Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services reported on changes to State Plans, regulations and waivers.  
Regulations 
· Home health regulations will be coming out to ensure that doctors provide face-to-face encounters and recommendations closer to the start of home health service.  These regulations will bring the state into line with new federal home health regulations and are currently in sign-off.  

· Also working on a clean-up chapter for Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) regulations.  This is done twice a year. 

State Plan Amendments 
· The Department is working on a State Plan Amendment (SPA) to show compliance with provisions under the recovery audit contractor program.  Under the new federal rules states have to hire a recovery audit contractor.

· There is SPA in the works to establish a process for communication between the state Medicaid agency and the State of Maryland Urban Indian Organization in Baltimore City explaining how we communicate about new policies and procedures.  This is a federal rule for states that have such organizations.

· Under new federal rules, the Department is prohibited from making payments for services provided outside the United States.  The SPA will attest to the fact that we do not pay for such services.

New Programs 

The Developmental Disabilities Administration is working on a stakeholder process to change the way they do their care coordination case management.  They have several models they use in the different jurisdictions.  They are moving to consolidating and paying for all of the services through targeted case management.  The goal is to implement this July 1, 2011.  Medicaid is working with them on draft SPA and regulations for this.

We are also working with the Mental Hygiene Administration on a Telemental Health SPA.  In certain rural areas they want to be able to pay for telemental health services by a psychiatrist.

We are working on updating the regulations and SPA for HIV targeted case management.
Public Mental Health System Report

No Public Mental Health report given. 
Public Comments

Ms. Gayle Hafner, Maryland Disability Law Center, made comments regarding the nursing home assessment and rates as well as community services.  
Ms. Sharyn King, The Coordinating Center, made comments regarding transportation for dental visits for children.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 2:35 p.m. 
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