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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

February 23, 2009

Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:15 p.m.  The Committee approved the January 26, 2009 minutes as written.  Ms. Patricia Horton attended the meeting for Ulder Tillman, M.D..

Departmental Report 

Mr. John Folkemer, Deputy Secretary, Health Care Financing, gave the Committee the following update on the work of the Department:

1) Budget – The Committee was given an overview of the budget at the January 2009 meeting.  The first budget hearing is scheduled for February 25, 2009 and the Department has just received and is reviewing their legislative analyst’s write-ups.  There are very few cuts recommended by the analysts with the exception of $1.25 million in cutbacks to Managed Care Organizations’ (MCOs) quality bonuses.  

Committee members expressed concern with a proposal to decrease the Mental Hygiene Administration’s (MHA) budget by another $10 million this fiscal year in addition to the $20 million that has already been slashed from the budget this year.  More people are in need and entitled to receive public mental health services as Medicaid enrollment continues to climb.  This is not a good time to decrease the Public Mental Health Systems (PMHS) budget.  Advocates are hoping that federal money will help to ward off these proposed cuts.

2) The Department has had a series of meetings with the school-based health centers to work out arrangements to ensure that they can get paid by the MCOs.  An arrangement has been made regarding what services will be paid for and under what circumstances.  Committee members suggest that the arrangement include that the school-based health centers send their notes to the MCOs and the MCOs should notify the child’s primary care physician (PCP).

3) The Medicare Advantage (MA) Plans – For MA plans that have enrollees who are dually eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid the Department is close to having an arrangement where Medicaid will pay the MA plan on a capitated basis just for the Medicare wrap around deductible co-insurance, etc.  

Federal Report

Mr. John Folkemer, Deputy Secretary, Health Care Financing, gave the Committee the following update on federal activities:

1) The reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program did get approval.  There should be enough money for the State to cover costs unless there is a significant increase in the number of children into the program.

2) There is a provision in the bill which allows the Department, under MCHP and Medicaid, to cover legal immigrant children and pregnant women during their first five years in the country.  We already cover this population with state-only funds.  This should be a net benefit to the State because we will get federal matching funds. 

3) Stimulus Bill (ARRA) – will provide a significant amount of money, approximately $3.8 billion in the next couple of years to the State across the board.  Medicaid money will come mostly in the form of enhanced federal matching rates.  The amount of money we get will depend on our unemployment rates.  This is additional federal money that can replace state money that can then be used to fill budget gaps.  As of now, the 2010 budget and budget cuts identified at last months MMAC meeting remain the same.
4) Also included in the Stimulus bill is a major advance for health information technology (HIT).  The bill puts $15 billion into incentives to adopt electronic health records for Medicare and Medicaid. This is a major component of this legislation. There is legislation being considered during this current legislative session in Maryland that will try and encourage private payers to adopt electronic health records as well.  
Medical Assistance for Families (Health Care Coverage Expansion) Update
Ms. Stacey Davis, Deputy Director, Program Evaluation and Legislation informed the Committee that there are currently over 31,000 adults and other caretaker relatives enrolled as a result of the expansion.  The Department continues to mail out letters per the Kids First Act in cycles.  The Department has already mailed out over 200,000 of the 400,000 letters.  In order for the Department to handle the increase in call volume and infrastructure needs approximately 25,000 are mailed each week.

The Committee expressed concern that with the state of the economy and people moving more often, there will be several bad addresses.  They suggested the Department consider doing some public service announcements (PSAs). The Department has been looking at ways to reach this population. The Department has been working with the Maryland Hospital Association to get information into emergency rooms. The Department has also been working with Health Care for All who has been doing a lot of outreach for the program with their grant funding.  The SCHIP bill also provides money for outreach and as those grants become available, the Department would be looking to do PSAs and other forms of outreach.  

The Committee further suggested that the Comptroller’s office send out a generic letter to Maryland non-profits and grass root service providers and ask them to get the information to their members because that is where people will go.  

The Committee made a motion to ask the Department to use some of the new federal funds they will be receiving for public service announcements.  That the Department reach out to the Comptrollers Office and ask them to send generic letters out to Maryland non-profits, other organizations that are likely to receive clients or inquiries from the targeted population and any other outreach that would have a multiplier effect as a way of providing additional outreach during this period.  The Department will provide the Committee with information on outreach activities they are already engaging in.  
Legislation

Ms. Stacey Davis reviewed the following legislation with the Committee:

1) HB 70 – would make revisions to reports, commissions and programs.  Several of these reports, commissions, etc. are outdated or duplicative.  This bill has passed in the House.

2) Maryland Cancer Treatment Program – this bill provides coverage for people with cancer for the first year.  

3) HB 462 – requires the Department to publish any state plan or Medicaid program changes in the Maryland Register and report them to the Medicaid Advisory Committee.

4) HB 500 – requires Baltimore City schools to work with Baltimore Health Care Access to do outreach to families who apply for free or reduced lunch.

5) HB 507 – requires the Department to work with the Department of Corrections and the Department of Human Resources to ensure that those with Hepatitis C can access care quickly upon release from the criminal justice system.

6) HB574/SB 708 – would provide counter detailing for pharmaceuticals.

7) HB 580 – would require the Department to cover children in foster care coverage until age 21.

8) HB 706/SB 744 – would require the Department to implement electronic health records.

9) HB 739/SB 952 – would require the Department to provide money each year for substance abuse services for people in the Primary Adult Care program.

10) HB 1001 – requires banks to report to the Department people who are on Medicaid and work for banks.

11) HB 1096 – requires the Department to carve out substance abuse services.

12) HB 1279 – would increase family planning eligibility back up to 250% FPL.

13) HB 1295 – Continue the Kids First Act.  It has some provisions to require coverage for children and requires families to pay if their children are not covered.

14) SB 635/HB 1149 – requires the Department to implement a uniform statewide transportation system for non-emergency services.

15) SB 664/HB 782 – delay pay-for-performance in the nursing home system.  Committee members point out that the pay-for-performance money is paid into the fund through the quality assessment with the promise that those funds would be paid back to well performing facilities in the form of pay-for-performance.  Committee members feel any move by the State to eliminate that is reneging on that promise.  It was noted that the State did not introduce this bill.  The Committee cautioned that while we are going through this budget year with real deficits that we should watch the special funds like nursing and physicians boards.

16) SB 761/HB1119 – requires the Department to apply for a waiver by December 1, 2009 for a coordinated long-term care program.  House bill 1119 has been withdrawn.

17) SB 724/HB 815 – requires that money be transferred from Med Now money to certain physicians in Garrett County who provide OB services.

18) SB 577 – Creates MCHP buy-in for those with incomes above 300% FPL where they would pay the full cost of the benefit.  The Committee expressed concern with co-pays and lack of coverage.

Dental Update

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services, informed the Committee that the new dental administrative service organization (ASO) is Doral.  The transition planning process starts next week and there is an internal group working on what needs to be done to get ready for the transition.  The Department will have Doral come to the MMAC to give a presentation.  

The new ASO will be responsible for doing outreach and preparing outreach materials as well as enrolling providers.  They already have a head start on provider enrollment because they have been providing dental services for several of the large MCOs.  In addition to enrolling providers they will be responsible for paying providers and making processes streamlined and easy.

We have to continue to do a lot of work with the dental provider community and its leadership to try and get more dentists to participate in the program.  We have seen an increase in dental provider participation in the past six months. The three top priorities for dentists is 1) streamlining the bureaucracy, 2) rates, and 3) working on the no-show rate.  No-shows in the dental context are difficult to manage.

One of the initiatives the Department is implementing in conjunction with the new ASO is paying for pediatric providers to apply fluoride varnish to children under 3 years old. The Maryland Chapter of the AAP is working with the Office of Oral Health to train pediatric providers in applying fluoride varnish.

Emergency Room Diversion Grant

Ms. Stacey Davis informed the Committee that last year the Department received a federal grant of $1.78 million to give grants across the state to implement emergency room pilot diversion programs for two years.  These pilots would provide links between community providers, MCOs and the hospitals to discourage people from seeking treatment in the emergency rooms but to encourage them to get care in their medical homes.  There is money in the Stimulus bill to develop other pilot programs like this.

The Department put out a request for proposals in November and the responses were due on January 23, 2009.  The Department received 12 proposals and two will be selected.  By the end of the week the two award recipients will be announced.

Report from Standing HealthChoice Committee

Intra-System Quality Council:

1) The ASO contract has been put out to bid.  A decision will be made on April 1, 2009.

2) The Consumer Satisfaction Surveys for 2008 are available for both children and adults and are posted on the MHA website.

3) Concern with the proposal to decrease the Mental Hygiene Administration’s budget by another $10 million this fiscal year as express earlier in the meeting.
Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m.







Respectfully Submitted








Carrol Barnes  
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