MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   


DATE:

Thursday, October 23, 2014

TIME:

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

  


LOCATION:
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

 201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3
Baltimore, Maryland  21201
******************************************************************************

AGENDA
I.      Departmental Report 

II.      HealthChoice Quality Update
III.      HCBS Community Settings Rules

IV. Overdose Prevention 
V.      Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 
VI. Behavioral Health System Report

VII. Public Comments

VIII. Adjournment
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Staff Contact: Ms. Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5213 
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

September 24, 2014
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the July 24, 2014 meeting as written.  Mr. Herb Cromwell attended the meeting for Ms. Lori Doyle and Mr. Matt Celentano attended for Mr. Vincent DeMarco.
Transfer to the Connecticut Eligibility System

Mr. Joshua Sharfstein, Secretary, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, gave a brief update on the current status of the Maryland Health Benefits Exchange.  Thanks to the Medicaid Program, the team at the Exchange, the Legislature, connector entities and advocates, we were able to enroll quite a large number of people in coverage despite all of the IT problems.  
More than 400,000 people obtained coverage since January 1, 2014 and we have seen the impact with a more than 50% reduction in hospital charity cases.  Clinics like Health Care for the Homeless report the significant increase in the insured population they are seeing.  Survey results show people to be satisfied when they get the insurance and it has made a big difference for them.

We then made a decision to go with a more proven alternative.  In April we made the decision to adopt Connecticut’s technology and customize it for Maryland.  Secretary Isabel Fitzgerald of the Department of IT is leading the IT implementation. 

The Connecticut system is very much geared towards the consumer, has a great process for verifications, and it provides many tools for caseworkers and navigators. The Department has been working very closely with Optum to manage the current system while we go through the transition.  

Departmental Report 

Mr. Chuck Lehman, Acting Deputy Secretary, Health Care Financing, informed the Committee that in the last two months, August enrollment was reduced by 4,600 clients and July enrollment was reduced by 11,000 clients mostly due to individuals not returning their redetermination packages.  We are currently at 1,276,000 Medicaid enrollees.  We sent a very large group of redeterminations in August and as we got to the last week of the month, with a long weekend and furlough days pending, we still had 40,000 cases at the Department of Human Resources (DHR) that had not submitted a response.  As a result, we extended the deadline for another month.  There will not be another extension.  We expect to be caught up with all outstanding redeterminations by the November deadline and be ready for open enrollment.
Committee members recommended that the redetermination date be put on the Eligibility Verification System (EVS) or find a way to give case workers access to the redetermination timeframe for their clients so they can work proactively with their clients and maintain continuity of care.  The Department indicated that there are system limitations with the current Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS), but with the new system, case workers will be able to access client information.  The Department will look into this and see what can be done.  The Department will set up a meeting with providers and advocates in the next few weeks to discuss in more detail.
There are pending changes as a result of the Department of Labor guidance regarding the status of our personal care workers.  The Department of Labor considers the State to be a co-employer of these workers which would subject the State to pay overtime and travel time for these workers.  Our systems are not suited for that and we have asked for an extension and have not heard back from the federal government.  
Hospital Presumptive Eligibility

Ms. Molly Marra, Administrator, Office of Health Services, gave the Committee an overview of the implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) provision regarding Hospital Presumptive Eligibility (see attached presentation).
Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services gave an update concerning regulations, waivers and state plan amendments (SPAs).    

The Department has received approval for the mental health targeted case management changes we are making for children and adults.  We have not yet received the 1915 (i) approval but are almost there.  The Department will have all of those regulations approved by October 1, 2014.  

The Department received federal approval for changes to the free standing birth center SPA, the autism waiver renewal application, and the recovery audit contractor SPA.

Behavioral Health Services Report

Ms. Susan Tucker informed the Committee what the Department will be doing while transitioning and implementing changes to the mental health programs on January 1, 2015 (see attached presentation).  

Public Comments 
Ms. Geraldine Doetzer of the University of Maryland Law School and Ann Ciekot of Public Policy Partners gave public comments on how Medicaid redeterminations are affecting community behavioral health providers. Ms. Leigh Cobb of Advocates for Children and Youth gave comments regarding former foster care youth.
Committee members pointed out that foster care children that have aged out of the program are off the radar and are probably not aware that they are eligible for coverage.  Consideration should be given to developing an outreach program with flyers, public service announcements, information to the faith community, etc. to let them know what they are eligible for.  

Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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