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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

February 24, 2014
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the January 27, 2014 meeting as written.  
Departmental Report 

Ms. Tricia Roddy, Director, Planning Administration and Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services, reviewed the budget presentation Deputy Secretary Chuck Milligan gave at the House and Senate budget hearings last week.  
The presentation has pertinent information on the budget recommendations by the Department of Legislative Services and reviews recent enrollment, financial and operational trends for the Medicaid program.  The budget slides include background information and other points of interest that were highlighted for the legislators.  The presentation also includes a summary of the Department of Legislative Services recommendations for the budget (see attached slides and handout).   

Legislative Overview
Mr. Chris Coats, Health Policy Analyst, gave the Committee an overview of the current legislative session.  We are about half way through the session and budget hearings were held last week.  Bills on the chart have a hearing date or have been heard.  As we move forward, they are wrapping up the hearings and first reader bills as we get closer to crossover (see attached chart).
Dental  Update
Winifred Booker, D.D.S., gave the Committee a dental update on behalf of organized dentistry during National Children’s Dental Health Month (NCDHM).
Members of the MMAC were provided a Dentists Day In Annapolis: On Deck for Dentistry update and a business card style flash drive which contained all of the legislative concerns.  The organization continues to work toward becoming paperless each year and will continue to provide the MMAC with their information in this format. 

Senator Joanne Benson introduced Senate Bill 703, Commemorative Months- Children’s Dental Health Month. It will mark February as “Children’s Dental Health Month” in the state of Maryland. This important piece of legislation ties in with the passage of Maryland’s Oral Health Education-Certification and Monitoring Law in 2012. Maryland continues to be an example for the nation and this law may very well become a National Governors Association (NGA)” best practice” if others pursue the same for their states. The Committee is encouraged to read the position paper presented by the Maryland Dental Society (MDS) and the Maryland State Dental Association (MSDA). 
MMAC members were encouraged to consider all of the legislation included on the USB drive and for them to consider the importance of Senate Bills 412 and 413.  Committee members were informed about the collaboration between organized dentistry and the Maryland State Board of Dental Examiners to produce House Bill 657.

The Committee was provided an update on The Children’s Oral Health Institute program, Lessons In A Lunch Box.  The program was presented at Furman Templeton Elementary School in Baltimore on February 12th by student dentists from the University of Maryland and members of the MDS and the MSDA. The program will reach 20,000 children throughout the country by early spring.
Members of organized dentistry and The Children’s Oral Health Institute (COHI) have continued to work with the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE). The COHI completed a survey of the 24 Maryland state district superintendents in October 2013. The survey was designed to determine their level of interest in the oral health education programs and initiatives offered by the COHI and others, including Colgate Palmolive. The results of the survey are still being compiled but they indicate so far an overwhelming interest from the MSDE leaders.
Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services gave an update concerning regulations, waivers and state plan amendments (SPAs).  She explained that the program was working on a significant number of state plan amendments.  Many have to do with health care reform.  Since the January MMAC meeting two SPAs have been approved including the Alternative Benefits SPA that was approved as of February 21, 2014.  This is the same adult benefit package that we provide today, the only difference is the new enrollee gets one additional enhanced service which is habilitation services.  There are still five health care reform amendments in process.   The Department is currently going back and forth on each of them with The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).

The Department is working to submit by March 17, 2014 a 1915(i) state plan amendment for children and youth with serious emotional disturbances.  It will be our first 1915(i).

The Department is also looking at the Mental Health targeted case management services.  We plan to split out children from adults and set up a separate case management level for the seriously emotionally disturbed children that are in the 1915(i).

The Autism waiver is up for renewal this year.  The Department has a team working on getting that submitted by March 17, 2014 as well.

There are several regulations in play currently, but one of the things the Department is working on is implementing the federally required transition from ICD-9s to ICD-10s in October.  There are certain regulations that have ICD-9s in them that define populations that we serve so we need 
to change the regulations to ICD-10s.  In response to a question, Ms. Tucker explained that the current Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS) is not ICD-10 compliant.  We are making modifications to our system to be able to take in the ICD-10, to crosswalk to the appropriate ICD-9, adjudicate the claim, come back out to ICD-10 and send back out to the provider with the original ICD-10.  It is critical that we accept all of the ICD-10s and that we can adjudicate the claims correctly utilizing a crosswalk to the ICD-9.  The new MMIS system we are working toward will be ICD-10 compliant.

Committee members expressed concern that the Maryland Health Connection does not communicate with the Maryland Management Information System resulting in a number of individuals not receiving their cards and that they are in fee-for-service.

At the last MMAC meeting the Deputy Secretary spoke of the difficulties the Department has had in getting an 8001 transaction from the Maryland Health Information Exchange (HIX) into MMIS so that we can, on a daily basis, get all of the people found eligible in the HIX into MMIS.  There has been a lot of work on that interface and there has been much improvement.  There were some missing fields and there was a problem with the crosswalk for the field for the telephone number.  That has also been corrected.  There should not be delays in transmission of 8001 information.

The Secretary is testifying right now at a hearing where they are going over the IT problems that the Exchange had and discussing options for next steps.  We are continuing to fix things but there are some bigger issues and challenges with the IT system.

Other Committee Business

Committee members indicated that they would like to hear more on the challenges the state has had on local health department (LHD) nurses, nursing monitoring and delegation of duties to the home health providers.  There is a great deal of consternation that LHD nurses are responsible for the initial assessment and then there is monitoring in the home.  It was an expectation by the nurses that there would be a delegation of those duties to the vendor.  

The LHDs are waiting for clarification from the Board of Nursing as well as the Department on how that will be handled going forward.  Some nurses are adamantly opposed to putting their licenses on the line to agencies and health home groups and they have no idea what is going on in the home, but they must assure services are being provided.  The Department will present on this at the March MMAC meeting.
Public Mental Health System Report
A request for proposal (RFP) has been issued for the new ASO.  The Department held a pre-bid conference and has received 79 questions from vendors who are deciding whether or not to bid.
Public Comments

Ms. Gayle Hafner of Maryland Disability Law Center asked the following questions:  

Has CMS told us that they have approved our state plan amendment for Community First Choice?  CMS has not yet approved the amendment.

Has CMS approved the merged waivers? CMS has not approved the merged waivers.  This is a very iterative process where they go back and forth with questions and answers.  The CMS has received the answers to all of the questions to date that they have asked on Community First Choice.  On the merged waiver, the Department still has to respond to a number of outstanding questions from CMS.

Will those questions and answers be shared with the Medicaid Advisory Committee or with the Community Options Advisory Council?  Ms. Tucker stated she will find out the process for that and get back to the Medicaid Advisory Committee.

CMS recently defined community and defining person-centered planning.  Will Maryland cut and paste those definitions into the Community First Choice and merged waiver regulations?  Ms. Tucker stated that the new regulations take effect March 17th.  With any new waiver that we apply for after March 17th, we have to be compliant with the community setting requirements.  When existing waivers come up for a renewal after March 17th, the State will have to develop transition plans for all waivers to come into compliance with the new community standards.  States have up to five years to come into compliance with those new standards on existing waivers depending upon how much work you have to do as a state to come into compliance.  Even if we do no amendments this year, we will have to do a transition plan on every one of our C waivers before next March.  The Department takes the position that we don’t have to meet those standards yet for the Community Options Waiver and the Community First Choice SPA because we applied in September 2013, before the new regulations were even released.  We have until March 2015 or sooner if we submit an amendment to waiver after March 17, 2014.  

Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m. 
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